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E&ouoioyeiobe 1@ Kopiw, dn ayobog, éu gic tov aidve 10 Eleog abrod. AAniodia. (Yoluos 135:1)

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endures forever. Alleluia. (Psalm 135:1)

To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the Reverend Priests and Deacons, the Monks and
Nuns, the Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils of the Greek Orthodox
Communities, the Distinguished Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Day,
Afternoon, and Church Schools, the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth, the Hellenic
Organizations, and the entire Greek Orthodox Family in America,

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Let us give thanks unto the Lord! Let us celebrate this National Day of
Thanksgiving, a time when we remember that the opposite of scarcity is not abundance,
but gratitude. President John F. Kennedy’s words ring as true today as they did in his
Proclamation of 1963: “Over three centuries ago, our forefathers in Virginia and in
Massachusetts, far from home in a lonely wilderness, set aside a time of thanksgiving. On
the appointed day, they gave reverent thanks for their safety, for the health of their
children, for the fertility of their fields, for the love which bound them together, and for
the faith which united them with their God.” This National Holiday has become
associated with a time of feasting and family gatherings, but in this year of pandemic, the
feasting of many is threatened by food insecurity, and the gathering of families is in
question, as we try to keep those we love healthy and safe.



Therefore, I beseech all of you, as you are able, give thanks in your communities
by your generosity to those less fortunate than you. Share your blessings, for they are
from God Who shines His sun upon all people, just as the rain falls upon the just and the
unjust alike (cf. Matthew 5:45). Look into your abundance and see more than the result
of of your hard work and natural advantages. See the treasury of God’s blessings that he
has gifted to you for you to bestow on others, remembering the word of the Lord:
“generously you have received, generously give” (Matthew 10:8).

And if you are unable to gather with your loved ones and families, hold the space
in your hearts wide and open for them and all people. There is need in our world for love
to be manifest, and your openness to others is a god first step. At every Divine Liturgy,
we express our gratitude to God, and we can show that thankfulness by our love for and
generosity to others. EUxapiomowpev t@ Kvolw!

With paternal love in our Lord Jesus Christ,
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t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America



EAAHNIKHY OPOOAOEHX APXIEITIXKOITHY AMEPIKHX

APXIEITIXKOIIIKH E'KYKAIOX

Ap10. ITowr. 213/2020
‘Hpéoa twv Evxaglotiwv
26 NoepBoiov 2020

«E&opoloyeioOe 1w Kvpiw, 6t1 dyaboc, 61t eic tov alwva 10 éAeoc avtov. AAANAovia»
(WaAuoc 135:1).

IToog tovg ZePacpiwtatovs kat Oeopileotatovg Apxtepels, tovg EvAaBeotdtoug
Tepelc kat Ataxovoug, tovg Movaxoug kat tic Movayég, toug ITpoédgoug kat tor MEAN
twv Kowotikwv ZuppBovAiowv, tovg EvtipoAoywwtdtovg Agxovteg to OKOUHEVIKOD
[Matowxpxetov, taa ‘Huegnowx kai Amoyevpativa XxoAelx, tic Plomtwyovg
AdeAgotnteg, v NeoAaia, tic EAANvopO6do&ec Opyavwoels kat 0AOKANQO TO
Xolotemwvupo mANowua s Teoag Agylemiokonnc ApeQKnc.

[Tooo@Aelc adeApol kal adeApeg ev XOLoTw,

Ac evxapglotoovpe 10 BOeo! Ag fogtracovue TV €0vikn €oQTn) TV
Evxapotiwov, pla fpéoa povadikr), kata TV omoia avtidapfavopaote 0Tl To
avtifeto g éAAewdng dev etval 1] MANEOTNTA, AAAX 1) evxaootia. Ta Adyx tov
ITooédpov John F. Kennedy, kata v diaxkrjguén tov €tovg 1963 yix v Nuéoa twv
Evxaplotiwv, etvat moaypatt akopr): Ioiv &dmod toelc alwves, ol matépes Hag o
Virginia kat 0t Maocoaxovoétr), HakQux amo TV Tateida tovg, ot Hovadlx Thg
EONULAS, APLEQWOAV KATIOO XEOVO Yix evxaowotia. Kata v nuéoa avm)
evxaplomoav Oggua 0 B0 yiIx TV aoPaAelr, v Uyela TV TadWV Tovg, TV
gV@OPL TNG VTG, TNV AYATN TIOL TOLG OLVOEEL HETAED TOVG KAl TNV TOTN TTOL TOVG
évavel pé 1o Oed. ‘H E0vikr) pag avtn £0Q1Tr) elvatl CUVLQEAOUEVT] LLE TIG OIKOYEVELAKES
OUYKEVTQWOELS OV TMOAYHATOTIOLOVHE YIX TO DEITVO TWV EVXAQLOTIWOV, AAAX aUT) 1)
Xoovix TG mavonuilag elvatr duaopeTikt) amo T &AAec. Ol olkoyevelxkeg



OUYKEVTQWOELS elvat AUPBoAeg Adyw NG AVAYKNG V& TQOOTATEPOLE TNV VYELX TV
avOowTwv oL ayanape. AAA& kai 1) dgOovia yix mToAAOUE ATTO TOUG AdEAPOLS pag
dev elvatl avtovontn, A0Yyw TNG OIKOVOUIKNG AVACPAAEIXG TIOU TQOKAAETE T)
Ttavonuia.

I 0 Adyo a0 0aG KAA® Yx pila TROOEOER eLXAQLOTIAG, KATX TT) dUvaur
TOL KaOeVOG, HETA OTIC KOWVOTNTEG 0AGC, HE YEVVALOOWRLA, TTOOG TOLS AVOQWTOLG IOV
elvat AtyOTeQO TEOVOULOVXOL ATIO €UAG. AG HOQAOTOVUE UE TOUG AAAOVG KATIOLEG ATIO
TiG eVAOYieg MOV pAag divel dgpOova 0 Oedg, Kata TO TMAQAdELYHA TOV, «OTL TOV HJALOV
AVTOL AVATEAAEL ETTL TTOVNEOLG kal dyaBoug katl Peéxel emt dikalovg kat adlkovg»
(Mart0. 5:45). Noax dexOovpe v evnuepia kat tnv apOovia ot Cwr) pHag 6xt HOVo wg
ATIOTEAET A TG OKANENG €0YATIAG HAS Kal RAAWV EDTUXWV OLYKLOLWV, AAAX KLELWS
WS TOV HOVADIKO AVEKTIUNTO ONoavd TV dweewv toL Ocov otr) Cwn Hag Kat wg
evKaRl TIEOOPOPAGS O0TO TLVAVOPWTO Hag, evOvpovpevol T Adywx tov Kvuplov:
«dwoeav EAaPete, dwoeav dOte» (Mat0. 10:8).

Kai av avt) 1] xoovix d& UTMOQECOUVHE VA YIOQTACOULME TNV £0QTI) TWV
Evxaootiwv palit pe ayamnuéva mooowna NG OKOYEVELAC HAC, AC KQATI|OOUME
AaUTO TO XWQEO AVOLXTO 0TIV KaEdld Hag yix 6Aovg tovg avOowmnovg. O kéouog yvow
HAG €XEL AVAYKT VO VIWOEL AUTI TV AYATN KAl TV AT0dOXT) TOL AAAOV, OTTOL0G Kal
va elval avtog, oav €va TEWTOo PrHa.

L& kaOe Ocela Aettovpyia, eXAQLOTOVUE Kl 00E0AOYOUE TO Oe0, Spws EAate
va deléovpe EUMEAKTH AVTI) TV €VXAQLOTIX e AYAT] KAL YEVVALOdWEIX TIQOGS TOUG

ovvavOpwmouvg pag. Evxagiomowpev o Kuolw!

Metax matowav evxwv kat g €v Kvolw ayanng,
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t 6 Apeoweng EAmdogpopog



