
Sunday Bulletin May 14, 2023 
Greek Orthodox Church of the 
Annunciation 
 
4121 O'Hara Drive Vestal, NY 13850 
Phone: (607) 797-0824 Fax: (607) 797-0824 
http://www.annunciationvestal.ny.goarch.org  
 
Rev. Dr. Michael Bahlatzis, Presiding Priest-
Proistamenos 

 
 ₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪₪ 
 
Epistle Reading 
 
Prokeimenon. Fourth Mode. Psalm 103.24,1. 
O Lord, how manifold are your works. You have made all things in wisdom. 
Verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
 
The reading is from Acts of the Apostles 11:19-30 
 
In those days, those apostles who were scattered because of the persecution that 
arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking 
the word to none except Jews. But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and 
Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 
And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number that believed turned to 
the Lord. News of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent 
Barnabas to Antioch. When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad; and he 
exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose; for he was a 
good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a large company was added to the 
Lord. So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul; and when he had found him, he 
brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church, and taught a large 
company of people; and in Antioch the disciples were for the first time called Christians. 
Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them 
named Agabos stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine 
over all the world; and this took place in the days of Claudius. And the disciples 
determined, every one according to his ability, to send relief to the brethren who lived 
in Judea, and they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul. 
 
Gospel Reading  John 4:5-42 
 
At that time, Jesus came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the field that Jacob 
gave to his son Joseph. Jacob's well was there, and so Jesus, wearied as he was with 
his journey, sat down beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. There came a woman 
of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." For his disciples had 
gone away into the city to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that 
you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?" For Jews have no dealings with 
Samaritans. Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is 
saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him and he would have given 
you living water." The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and the 



well is deep; where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, 
who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, and his sons, and his cattle?" Jesus 
said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of 
the water that I shall give him will never thirst; the water that I shall give him will become 
in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." The woman said to him, "Sir, give 
me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw." Jesus said to her, "Go, call 
your husband, and come here." The woman answered him, "I have no husband." Jesus 
said to her, "You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; for you have had five 
husbands, and he whom you now have is not your husband; this you said truly." The 
woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on 
this mountain; and you say that Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship." 
Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, 
and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for such 
the Father seeks to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth." The woman said to him, "I know that the Messiah is coming 
(he who is called Christ); when he comes, he will show us all things." Jesus said to 
her, "I who speak to you am he." Just then his disciples came. They marveled that he 
was talking with a woman, but none said, "What do you wish?" or, "Why are you talking 
with her?" So the woman left her water jar, and went away into the city and said to the 
people, "Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?" 
They went out of the city and were coming to him. Meanwhile the disciples besought 
him, saying "Rabbi, eat." But he said to them, "I have food to eat of which you do not 
know." So the disciples said to one another, "Has anyone brought him food?" Jesus 
said to them, "My food is to do the will of him who sent me, and to accomplish his work. 
Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, then comes the harvest'? I tell you, lift up 
your eyes, and see how the fields are already white for harvest. He who reaps receives 
wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 
For here the saying holds true, 'One sows and another reaps.' I sent you to reap that 
for which you did not labor; others have labored, and you have entered into their labor." 
Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman's testimony. 
"He told me all that I ever did." So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him 
to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. And many more believed because of 
his word. They said to the woman, "It is no longer because of your words that we 
believe, for we have heard ourselves, and we know that this is indeed Christ the Savior 
of the world." 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Message from Fr. Michael.... 
  
Dear Beloved Faithful in the risen Lord: 
  
Χριστός Ανέστη! Massiah qam! Christos inviat! Christ is risen!  
  
Happy Mother’s Day blessings and best wishes go out to all mothers, 
grandmothers, godmothers, aunts, maternal figures who counsel our youth, etc.! 
In today's Gospel lesson, we recall how St. Photini came to find Christ. She was a 
Samaritan woman and Samaritans were descendants of Jews who had 
intermarried with idolaters and pagans. While Jews, of that time, kept the letter of 
the Law, they rejected the spirit of the Law. This is why they were unable to 
recognize our Lord as the Messiah. In contrast, the Samaritans rejected the letter 
of the Law. However, some Samaritans were not stubborn and were conscientious 
to the spirit of the Law and found themselves receptive to the Word of God, and 
thereby receptive to our Lord Jesus as Savior and Messiah.  In the gospel reading 
of today, we heard the story of the Samaritan woman. Our Lord opened her eyes 
to the faith. Her heart was opened to receive the true Well of Living Water which is 
the Lord Jesus Himself and not the well which she was using buckets to draw water 
from. As the Lord's own people, the Jews, rejected Him, the Samaritans kept Him 
in Samaria for two days. Many believed in Him! Even when Jesus returned to Judea 
from Samaria, the Lord said "a prophet has no honor in his own country."  We 
commemorate the Samaritan Woman today as this is the first Sunday after Mid-
Pentecost which is the feast that serves as the half-way point between Pascha and 
Pentecost. On Pascha, great and magnificent truths of the Church are revealed: 
that Jesus Christ is both God and man. To many, these truths may seem obscure 
or abstract until the feast Pentecost arrives and the inner meaning of these truths 
are revealed and what significance they have in our everyday lives. The arrival of 
the Holy Spirit on Pentecost allow these truths to become living. Thereby, 
we worship our Lord Jesus Christ in spirit and in truth. Scripture tells us that "the 
hour is coming when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and 
truth." This is precisely why the world perseveres today and life on earth continues. 
Thank God for the monastics and ascetics who shelter themselves in a recluse 
lifestyle for the purpose of prayer. They are praying for you and me! If it was not 
for them and others who are "true worshippers"(the Orthodox faithful) dedicating 
their lives to nothing but prayer and fasting, the world would have ended eons 
ago. For as long as there are "new Samaritans" and new people who hear the 
Truth, the world will continue to not only exist but to prosper in spirit.  
  
For the Samaritan woman, who later became known as St. Photini, brought others 
to the Church, to the Word of God, to the Logos, as she testified to the Divinity of 
our Lord. Her entire town became evangelized/proselytized through her testimony 
of faith and her belief in the Lord as the Messiah. May we follow her example and 
meet Christ. May we drink from the "Well of Living Water" and never thirst again. 
Let our only thirst be for Christ! 
  
May we continue to love one another! 
Prayerfully yours, through the intercession of St. Photini, in the risen Lord, 
 
+Fr. Michael 
 
 



Saints and Feasts Commemorated 
 
Leontius, Patriarch of Jerusalem 
 
Sunday of the Samaritan Woman 
 

One of the most ancient cities of the Promised Land was 
Shechem, also called Sikima, located at the foot of 
Mount Gerazim. There the Israelites had heard the 
blessings in the days of Moses and Jesus of Navi. Near 
to this town, Jacob, who had come from Mesopotamia in 
the nineteenth century before Christ, bought a piece of 
land where there was a well. This well, preserved even 
until the time of Christ, was known as Jacob's Well. 
Later, before he died in Egypt, he left that piece of land 
as a special inheritance to his son Joseph (Gen. 49:22). 
This town, before it was taken into possession by 
Samaria, was also the leading city of the kingdom of the 
ten tribes. In the time of the Romans it was called 
Neapolis, and at present Nablus. It was the first city in 
Canaan visited by the Patriarch Abraham. Here also, 
Jesus of Navi (Joshua) addressed the tribes of Israel for 
the last time. Almost three hundred years later, all Israel 

assembled there to make Roboam (Rehoboam) king. When our Lord Jesus Christ, then, 
came at midday to this city, which is also called Sychar (John 4:5), He was wearied from 
the journey and the heat, and He sat down at this well. After a little while the Samaritan 
woman mentioned in today's Gospel passage came to draw water. As she conversed at 
some length with the Lord and heard from Him secret things concerning herself, she 
believed in Him; through her many other Samaritans also believed. Concerning the 
Samaritans we know the following: In the year 721 before Christ, Salmanasar 
(Shalmaneser), King of the Assyrians, took the ten tribes of the kingdom of Israel into 
captivity, and relocated all these people to Babylon and the land of the Medes. From 
there he gathered various nations and sent them to Samaria. These nations had been 
idolaters from before. Although they were later instructed in the Jewish faith and believed 
in the one God, they worshipped the idols also. Furthermore, they accepted only the 
Pentateuch of Moses, and rejected the other books of Holy Scripture. Nonetheless, they 
thought themselves to be descendants of Abraham and Jacob. Therefore, the pious Jews 
named these Judaizing and idolatrous peoples Samaritans, since they lived in Samaria, 
the former leading city of the Israelites, as well as in the other towns thereabout. The 
Jews rejected them as heathen and foreigners, and had no communion with them at all, 
as the Samaritan woman observed, "the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans" 
(John 4:9). Therefore, the name Samaritan is used derisively many times in the Gospel 
narrations. After the Ascension of the Lord, and the descent of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost, the woman of Samaria was baptized by the holy Apostles and became a great 
preacher and Martyr of Christ; she was called Photine, and her feast is kept on February 
26. 
 
Isidore the Martyr of Chios 
 
This Saint was a soldier from Alexandria. He came with the Roman fleet to Chios, where 
he was betrayed as a Christian to Numerian, Commander of the Fleet. Because he boldly 
pro-fessed himself to worship Christ as God and refused to worship any other, he was 
tormented and beheaded in 251, during the reign of Decius. 
 
 



FATHER MICHAEL REQUESTS…that we, as a faithful community keep  
the following individuals in our prayers: Angelo Romas, Persa Nizamis, Mitry 
Ganim, Ted Simon, and Suzanne Vaishnani, daughter of Ted Simon. Please 
notify Fr. Michael if you have anyone else who should be included for special 
prayers. May they be under the grace and tender watch of our Lord. 
 
ATTENTION ALL YOUTH WORKERS 
 
Whether it be teaching our youth to Greek dance or conducting Sunday School or Greek 
lessons or working with our Youth of our Parish IN ANY CAPACITY, The Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America and the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Detroit have mandated that 
everyone working with the Youth must complete a background check and online Youth Safety 
training through Sterling. Please contact the Metropolis of Detroit and speak with the 
Metropolis Youth Director about details at (248) 823-2411. Please go on the 
YouthSafetyPlatform.goarch.org website and register. 
 
 
Wisdom of the Fathers 
Here is love! Here is teaching! Here is acquiescence! Here is a model! ... Those 
who love they also serve. If you want to find out how great your love is towards 
God, then measure your obedience to the will of God, and you will immediately 
learn. 
 
Bishop Nicolai Velimirovic 
Prolog, 7 Sept., B #80, 706. 
 
The example of the good Samaritan shows that we must not abandon those in 
whom even the faintest amount of faith is still alive. 
 
St. Ambrose of Milan 
Two Books of St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, Concerning Repentance, Chapter 
11 
 
 

Whether you are an Orthodox Christian, or this is your first visit to an Orthodox Church, we are 
pleased to have you with us. Although Holy Communion is reserved for baptized and 
chrismated (confirmed) Orthodox Christians, all are invited to receive the "ANTIDORON" 
(blessed bread) which is not a sacrament, but is a reminder of the "agape feast" that followed 
worship in the early Church. After the Divine Liturgy this morning, please join us in the Church 
Hall for fellowship and refreshments. We hope that you will return often to worship with us. 


